TOP SECRET

INTERROGATION OF SS ROTTENFUEHRER GRASSHOF 3
o ——

14 The report attached is extracted from the first
scoond interrogetion roports on S8 Rottenfuehrer HANS
KARL, GRASSHOF received from G.S.I., 21 A.G. end dated
22nd August, 1945.

2 The report gives P/W's account of oyphers
Hovel Institut (part of RSHA) prefaced by a short
of his ocaveer. ; e
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via GSI 21 AG.
Ref .21 AGp/INT/246)
22 Aug.
Sceond rield Interrogation
Report of SS Rottonfuhrer GRASSHOR >
of the Havel Institube e

1. Personal Details

Datc and Place of 2l Nov, 21

Birth. Blankcnburg/Harz.
Netionality: German. Ocoupatic
Arrived at 031 camp: 8 July 45
Languages: Frcnch moderatc: BEn
Countries visited; Franée, Port

of war service

PW. was attached for some time to:

GRUNEWALD.

"Havel Institut" the official description
Institut". PW has little idea of the rel
the Havel Institute but believes the latt
independent of GRUNEWALD by the middle of
subordinated to Amt VI, ' ¢ #

P

2. Cyphers of the "Havel Institut."

Simple Transposition

The mein system known to Gresshof is
(Versctz-Verfahren) in distinction to a
worked as follows:- :

Therc were three stages in enciphes ‘

Stage 1 2
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This consists in teking the vertical column 1
writing in verticelly in the prepared pad of Stags
necessarily complete from 1-10), Vertical column 2
then added and so on 0K

Stage 3

Horizontal column 1 in Stage 2 is writben
horizontal colum 2 etc. In this example by ac
are already five figures but had this not been
have been arbitrarily broken up into five fige
message finally reads; ‘"nxlxe xenxx ormme txe
ekdxe', ; : ;

Transposition based on Book

In the middle of February 1943 he took a mor
of the same thing to Lisbon., This worked on th
that the prepared pads were replaced by a
based on a book, Grasshof believes the bool
"Franziskus in Assisi'. ‘

The f irst process was to choose a page
Page 164, line 17. Suppose the line runs: "
 Baum'. This line is then broken arbitrarils

16th letter, thus: "-riet dadurch gegen /
left. The first part of the line will thex
of the previous process and the second part
Stage 2, This is done by numbering the .
according to their position in the alphebet,

5 G dnle 20 S
1319 515 3 46l S Eaas

The second line ebove shows th
early stage and the third line ;
words "DEN BAUM" become " 3 4 6
vertical key in Stage 2.

 In order to ind
of the break in :
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First group: Three figures giving page plus two figuwes giving
line.

Second group: Two figures giving numbers of letters befogg bﬁaﬁ
plus any random figure plus two figures giv‘ing_ i
number of letters after the breek.

These indicator groups arc coded inthe following way :=
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A number con be encoded with any one of the letters
For instance the groups 16417 16807 cen be encoded as het
alternatively lgovr hceud, These indicator groups i
encodings appear as 3rd and 4th groups and last but
two in the message. b

Wheel, "

Another system which was supposed to have be
the end of 1943 but which proved too clumsy was |
Wheel (Reedchen), It consisted of two clrcul
above the other enabling two scrambled alphab
each other letter by letter according to e comp
derived from the date and time of the message,
that it was ever used. : Poali

In addi tion he stetes that the Enigma
internal comnunicetions i.e, in Germany and
but not of course in other countries as the En:
allowed out of Germen occupicd territoxry,

S A ¢ 2

3, Havel Institut

1. The Havel Institut was situated at B
Wansee 72, with the transmitters housed a
in No. 46 of the same street,

2, The Institute consisted of a piece or',»
the Wennsee with a villa (the main buildi 8 s
servants' quarters), and a gate house (used by t

3, ¥hen Grasshof first knew it, it con

a radio room with three receivers and m

remotely operated transmitters, end a te

connection direct to Amt VI of the RSHA

Borkacr Strasser (This teleprinter was pr
 offices occupied the ground f v

basement and the first and se
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COMIUNICA T NS NITWORK ; : :

Tnstitut were pol
The only move 1l

5. All communications from _Ha.vel
point. There was no network or star .
direction came at the beginning of 1945, B
day frequency was menned to allow stations tot; 2
matters, Apart from this the system was Ef‘or »e'qp&
arrange a time at which they would come on the 8.11‘
("I have nothing more for you. Will call you egein

tomorrow"),

; 6. At the beginning Berlin communicated dire
but as the volume of treffic increased a number
stations (Nebenstellen or Wetterstellen) were
charge of a number of outstations (Aussenstel

Control Station = Havel Institut, operating I
stations. ]

h Emergency Station - Bobelsberg Tite P?tsé.am.
Institu® bubt also running communications W

Subsidiary Stations =

Schwarzwaid =

Bemberg e

Vienna -

5 Marienbad -
Firchsassen ; :
(nr. Prague) - S,

This allocation of areas to the
not arrenged geograji.icelly, but according

7. SIGNALS i [l

Transmi tters of 800, 150 and 40
Subsidiery stations had mainly 80_0 or 150
same meke, 4 , ‘ Ery

Receivers = At first Americen H,R
imitation known as K.S.T, made possibly
coils giving e range of approx, 3,000 tc
2,500 to 25,000 kes, was also used,

X p

~ Frequencies - Believed exclu

Callsigns - Believed that



()

TOP SECRET b=
PERSONALITIES »
8. A. In the period 1941 = 1942
Staff:
. Dienststellenleiter Ustuf,
Deputy Ustuf.
Radio Section:
Oschar.
I e b X Ang.
a J Ang.
ll 1 i Cy'pher Section
| | ; Oschar.(?)
Rttf.
| Teleprinter: deoHED)

or lischor.

B. Lfter the expansion of 1943-139LL

Staff: 7
Dicnstetellenleiter Stubaf.
‘ Deputy : Hstf.
§ Comnunications plenning: . Hstf.
Oypher Research: } 'Hpﬁn'.é__; ‘J:kw

5 ‘ o Training: ; Ang.

Tech. supplies:

lizintenance:

Radio Operators:

3 2 Angc N
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MISCELLANEQUS

Grosshof believes that the Havel Institut :
at the end of 1942, =nd that before this time
Dienststelle, Wannsee, S

In December 1944, Stubaf. Sicpen was re
The latter carried out a reform to end the
civilian semi-independent orgenisation e
militery personnel on the same jobs. IO
Institut wes to be separated from Amt VI
regiment z,i,V. of the Woffen SS and all
become members of the Waffen SS. This
paper at least. Grasshof is not aware f
the Nachrichtenregiment z.b.V.

(Note: Grasshof was questioned partict
FLROHS, but claims to be sure «

1t was the custom for Amt VI person
with a cover-neme or nunber on occasion,
Grasshof is able to remember is that of

in Thueringen., It was set up in 1945 ;
an zlternative for Berlin/Wonnsee, but
operate, A

Owing to the fact that it employe



